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BACKGROUND:

PRACTICE AREAS:

I have been an attorney for over ten years and have spent the majority of that time representing clients who are trying to hold others accountable for promises that they made but failed to
honor. I have worked with numerous commercial business owners, community associations,
and property owners. I enjoy working with my clients to design and implement a strategy aimed
at fulfilling their respective goals in the most efficient manner possible, and emphasize that at
its core the attorney-client relationship is built on candor and trust.
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Some problems require formal litigation to reach a resolution and others can be solved through Vassar College, B.A., 1999
alternative methods. I am prepared—and have the requisite experience—to navigate whatever
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resolution cannot be achieved, I look forward to representing you in the courtroom.
I recently represented three plaintiffs in a two-week jury trial in Washington state court. My clients worked for a company and its owner around the time of the company’s formation and were
promised ownership in the company along with other benefits in exchange for their hard work.
After they worked for the company for three to six months, the owner of the company ousted
them (based on specious claims surrounding some non-competition agreements), while failing
to provide them with any of their promised compensation. While we tried to explore a settlement, the defendants never truly gave us the chance to avoid going to trial. At trial, defendants
maintained that plaintiffs were owed nothing, while plaintiffs claimed to be owed the value of
their hard work. After a two week jury trial, the jury returned a verdict in favor of our clients on
all claims, including a finding that the defendants willfully withheld wages and committed securities fraud. Based on the jury’s verdict, the Court entered Judgments for over $1.1 million.
I also recently worked with a community association client that was asserting construction
defect claims against the developer of its property. I custom designed an out-of-court dispute
resolution process that resulted in what is believed to be the largest monetary settlement ever
achieved by a condominium association in Washington state—a settlement that was achieved
without a lawsuit ever being filed.
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I worked with a community association that needed to go through two different lawsuits—one in
state court against the developer of its condominium and one in federal court against insurance
companies failing to abide by the terms of their policies and Washington law—to achieve a successful result that allowed my client to do the repairs needed at its condominium.
I represented a commercial grocery business whose vacant property was damaged by burglars. My client’s property insurer disputed that the majority of the damage was a covered loss.
I worked with the client to design a strategy to achieve a quick resolution of the seminal issue
in the case, which I then implemented through filing a lawsuit and an early motion for summary
judgment on the key issue. The strategy worked, and my client received settlement where the
insurance company provided approximately $2 million of coverage.
My practice also consists of appellate work, as I have briefed and argued numerous issues in the
Washington Court of Appeals. I achieved a successful result in the Court of Appeals on behalf
of my client, a construction company suing a municipal corporation that it had done work for,
when the court reversed the trial court in favor of my client. The court published this decision—
Matia Contractors, Inc. v. City of Bellingham, 144 Wn. App. 445 (2008)—meaning that it may
be relied upon by other courts faced with the same legal issues.

JESSE MILLER

